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The CHAIRMAN (Ethiopia) i I declare open the one hundred and fifty-ninth 
meeting of the Conference of the Sighteen-Nation Coirmiittee on Disarmament. 

Mr. DUMITRE5CU (Romania) (transla tion from French) <^ Speaking in this 
Committee for the first time as the representative of the Romanian People ^s 
Repu-bliC;, may I be allowed to thank 'te« Burns ;> the representative of Canada^ who took 
the chair at the first meeting of this session^ as well as our co-Chairmen and other 
representatives^ for their words of welcome? This is a further incentive to me and 
to the Romanian delegation as a whole to join with all the other delegations in 
performing the noble task with which we have been entrusted* 

I should also- like to take the opportunity of thanking the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations^, U Thant^ for the encouraging message he sent us through his 
Special Representative^) Mro Protitch (ENDC/pV,157;» P*5)^ in which he rightly points 
out that the resolutions adopted at the eighteenth session of the General Assembly on 
the subject of disarmament impose upon all Member States^* including the members of- 
this . Committee ;» a continuing responsibility to implement them* The Romanian 
delegation shares this view of our Committee ^s role and is conscious of the 
responsibilities incumbent on it. 

The Romanian delegation wishes to convey its condolence and sympathy to the 
United States . delegation on the tragic death of President Kennedy^ an outstanding 
statesman who greatly contributed to the search for the peaceful settlement of a 
number of thorny international problems and possessed a realistic understanding of 
the need to arrive at reasonable solutions in order to avert a thermonuclear war« 
My delegation listened with great interest to President Johnson^s statement (ENDC/120) <> 
communicated to the Committee by the United States representative;, to the effect that 
this policy will be continued. 

As the Chairman of the Council of State of the Romanian People ^s Republic^ 
Mr« Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej^ pointed out at the beginning of this year^ the main 
feature of the past year was 
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'^u. a more vigorous affirmation of the principles of peaceful 

co-existence between States with diffe:"ent social systems ;, the 

creation of a more favourable climate for the lessening of 

international tension^ and the promotion of multilateral 

relations between all countries o-* 

The Moscow Treaty banning nucjear weapon tests in the atmosphere^ in outer 
space and imder v/at.er (EKDC/lOO/ReVol) v/as an effective step in this direction* 
Other important agreements wore also reached;; for example^ that embodied in the 
resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly prohibiting the placing 
in orbit of any objects carrying nuclear weapons {A/F£S/l88U{'XSfHl) '^ ENDC/ll7);» 
and the establishment of a direct communications link between Moscow and 
Washington (EKDO/97) . 

Four, other important resolutions concerning disarmament have also been 
adopted by the General Assembly (ENDG/116<, 117) ;> and we must remember too in this 
connexion v/hat has been accomplished towards putting an end to the cold war* 

As other speakers have pointed out,, all these are gains to which the Committee 
has contributed. Certainly^ the progress so far made is not as great as we might 
have hoped^ but it demonstrates the efficacy of negotiation where international 
problems are concerned^ and the possj.bility of thereby arriving at mutually- 
acceptable solutions consistent with the interests of all parties and the cause of 
peace and without a victor or a vanquished o 

. The Romiinian delegation has always believed that we must be patient^ 
persevering^ responsible and realistic if we are to solve the many problems which 
confront us^, and that v;e m.ust seek v/ays of reconciling points. of view in a spirit' 
of understanding and co-operation <> That is the m.ethod which has enabled us to 
achieve the progress already gained^ and we must continue to use it in the future o 

The fact that, this session of our Conference is being resumed in what is 
universally regarded as a better atmosphere is of good augury ;» but enhances our 
obligation to make every effort to achieve success in our tasko We have many, and 
complex ta^ks to perform;, but they should all converge tov/ards our supreme objects 
that of ensuring a lasting peace — the inalienable prerogative of every State and 
every people.. 
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It goes without saying that peace cannot be based on the armaments race and the 
cold war. It must be founded on the abolition of armaments and the promotion of 
confidence between peoples and States* That is v/hy mankind ^s aspirations for peace 
should take tangible shape in positive measures which our Gommittee is called upon 
to elaborate^, and the most important of which is the preparation of a treaty on 
general and complete disarmaments 

Obviously general and complete disarmament cannot be effected at a blow^ and 
will entail an extremely complicated process* My delegation walcom.es the .new 
constructive proposals recently submitted in this regard ;, which take into account 
the views of the parties concerned and could give an impetus to the negotiations 
for an agreement* 

I have in mind primarily the proposal put forward at the eighteenth session 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations by the Soviet Foreign Minister;, 
Mro Gromyko (a/PVo 1208^ provisional^ Po7l)> concerning the retention by the Soviet 
Union and the United States of America of a limited nujnber of intercontinental 
missiles;. anti-^-missile mjissiles and ground --to -air missiles^ not only until, the end 
of the second stage but until the third stage of the disarmament process o In our 
opinion this initiative makes it easier to accommodate points of view and bring 
about agreement on nuclear disarmament • 

There are other spheres too in which there appears to be a better chance of reaching 
agreement*. I refer in particular to a reduction in the armed forces of the principal 
military Powers and in conventional armaments « 

Vlhile striving unremittingly for general and complete disarmament as the main 
objective^ the Romanian People ^s Republic also supports partial or regional measures 
which will strengthen confidence between States^ reduce the danger of military conflict;, 
and eliminate certain differences or foci of tension^, thus paving the way for the 
creation of a world without weapons and without war. 

In this connexion^ my delegation approves of the method that is being increasingly 
practised by the Great Powers and which may be described as ''the method of positive 
mutual example'* o We refer here to cuts in military budgets ;, reductions in armed forces j» 
and other similar measures o Such measures testify to a growth in mutual confidence 
between States^ and at the same time help to promote that confidence and to reduce 
international tens ion « 
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As one oi the problems of particular urgency that niast be tackled^ the 
Romanian delegation would like to make special- mention of the need to prevent the 
disseiiiination of nuclear weapons.o Agreement' .on that matter would further the- 
cause, of peace by preventing a continually-growing number of countries from 
possessing atomic weapons ^^ and would thereby diminish the danger of a world war* 
At the same time the Romanian' delegation considers that the conclusion of a non- 
aggression pact between signatory States of the WarsaiNf- Treaty and NATO countries 
would be of great significance as a transitional step tox\rards" the liquidation of 
mllitciry blocs • 

The idea of creating denuclearized zones in different regions of the world 
is gaining ground^ /as demonstrated by the discussions at the eighteenth sessioft' of 
the General Assembly and many statements heard by the' Coimnittee* Mounting 
interest in this idea shov/s how great is the general desire to remove the nuclear 
danger. 

The Romanian People's Republic regards it as a duty to play its proper part 
in strengthening peace ^ and first and foremost in establishing good relations in 
its o\^m area* With these considerations in mJLnd the Romanian Government subiTutted 
to other Balkan governments in 1957 and 1959 proposals for a multilateral inter- 
Balkan agreement and treaty so as to form in the Balkans a zone of peace and 
co-operation free from nuclear v/eapons or vehicles for their delivery* These 
proposals have been endorsed by certain Balkan Sta^tes and have met with a wide 
public response^ which proves that the Rom.ania.n initiative is both timely and 
relevant o 

I'bp.y other States have submitted proposals . for the establishment of vSuch 
zones in central (EHDG/C.l/l) and northern (DC/2Cl//lddo2^ p^7C) Europe-^ in the 
Mediterranean region (ENDC/9I), in Latin America (VRES/1911(XVIII) ;. E^JDC/87), 
and in Africa (A/RES/l6r;' (XVI) ; EKDC/93/ReVol); and others. As far as Europe is 
concerned, if such proposals v/ere put into effect there would be a system of 
denuclearized zones stretching right across tnc continent ^^uch a system would 
allow us to establish good neighbourly relations and normal co-operation .betv/een 
States^ and at the sai*je time Xv/ould exclude vast areas of the world from the 
arm^aments race, thus promoting the lessening of tension o 
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In view of this situation^ the Romanian Governifient has asked for the inclusion 
once more of an item on the General Assembly's agenda entitled;: "Actions on the 
regional level with a view to improving good neighbourly relations among European 
States having different social and political systexas". The response to this 
proposal testifies that regional agreements between States having different social 
and political systems are a necessity of international life. 

As far as we are concerned vje shall do everything in our power to secure the 
adoption of positive measures, and their execution ^ Proposals have already been 
sxibmitted to the Gom^iittee at its present session^ and v/c are confident that they 
will be' examined \^rith the requisite care in order to bring out those elements which 
will further our essential purpose, the achievement of general and complete 

disarmai'aent . 

The Romanian delegation v/ould welcome any other proposal ;, initiative or movO;, 
whatever its source;, that is calculated to lessen international tension further, 
and that would contribute towards the peaceful solution of major international 
problems o 

Ijr. OBI (Nigeria)? I'to Chairman^ permit me first of all to extend to 
you a m.ost hearty v/elcomOo I have no doubt that you will m.ake very useful 
contributions to our work, and my delegation looks forv;ard tO' that great co- 
operation which has always characterized the relationship of our respective 
delegations c 

I should also like to extend, through you, a no less hearty welcome to the 
representatives of India, iiexico -and Romania who are also joining us for the first 
timoo We have no doubt that they will continue the excellent work of their 
predecessors in making positive contributions to our work* 

r-§r delegation is also happy to welcome back to our midst Mr. Foster of the. 
United States delegation and i-ir. Naszkowski. Vice-i-iinister for Foreign Affairs of 
Poland. i'fe trust that their stay with us v/ill be longer than hitherto and 
equally rewarding o 
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I should cilso like to express the deep sense of loss which my delegation feels 
at the dastardly assassination of Presidei.t Kennedy o As i-'ir, Foster said on' ■ 
21 January (ENDC/FVo157^ P»8)^ v/e have suffered a grievous loss in the assassination 
of a leader whose vision and determination led to the achievement of so much in so 
short a time. We have noted v/ith satisfaction that President Johnson has pledged 
himself to continue the vacst v.aluable v/ork of his great predecessor^ and we wish 
the new President God^s guidance in his high office o 

The Eight een-Nation Committee on Disarm.ai'.ient has revsurued its work after a 
lengthy^ but most fruitful^ deliberation on disarm_ament and related measures at the 
United Nations General Assembly. i^:^'- delegation has always attached the utmost 
importance to the discu.ssions in the General Assembly^ .for it is firm.ly convinced 
that the issues of peace and security ;, and in particular the tasks with which our 
Comjrdttee is charged^ are the responsibility of all mankind and the monopoly of 
none. Consequently^ in the discharge of this responsibility^ the v/isdom. and 
direction of the world ccmjnunity as expressed in the General Assembly are^ to say 
the least p desirable o 

We look back with satisfaction at the very fruitful discussions v/hich took 
place in the General Assembly last session^ and in particular at the very importcjit 
resolutions which wore passed o We should like particula^rly to express our 
satisfaction once more at the resolution adopted by acclam.ation in the First 
Committee and in the General Assem.bly on 17 October 1963 (A/RES/1908(XVIII) ; 
ENDG/116)^ which welcomed the expression by the great Powers of their intention 
not to station in outer space e.'n:}/ objects carrying weapons of mass destructiono 

We should like also to express our very deep satisfaction at the further 
modifications to the Soviet draft, as described by Foreign, canister Gromyko on 
19 September 1963 (A/PV.1208^ provisionals, poVl)^ which now provides for the nuclear 
utubrella to be retained until the end of the third stage. It is our sincere hope 
that this further Soviet ajnendinent^ which now makes negotiations on this most 
important aspect of nuclear disarL^aanent more possible and which is made largely 
in response to Western criticisms ;, v;ill receive the serious consideration and 
response v/hich it justly deserves ^ 
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There Is hoz'dly any need to stress that a solution of the problem pertaining 
to nuclear delivery vehicles^ and the relevant verification arrangements/ are 
Indispensable to any genuine progress in our main task of elaborating a treaty oh 
general and complete disarraament . Therefore we look forward to a serious and 
businesslike discussion of this and other measures in a spirit of accomDiodation^ 
with the. parties concerned providing- the necessary clarification, on the one hand^ 
and evaluating the measures for all they are worthy, on the other. l-Jhile it is 
true that we have made liraited achievements in the field of collateral measures, 
it is a sad comraentary on our work that up to this moment no agreement of any note 
has been reached on any aspect of our main task of' general and complete disarmaraent , 

As the Committee is aware^ in addition to the above resolution, various other 
resolutions were passed at the General Assembly^ I will not waste the time of the 
Committee by describing any of these re.solutions^ but I should like to draw the 
attention of the Committee to two of them« The first is resolution 1910(XVII1) 
(EtiDG/116)^, relating to the urgent need for the suspension of nuclear and thermo- 
nuclear tests, which, jntCT alia ="» 

"Requests" the Conference of the Eighteen-^Nation Committee on Disarmament 
to continue with a sense of -urgency its negotiations to achieve the 
objectives set forth in the preaiable of the Treaty 5" 
As the Committee is of course aware, the objectives referred to relate to a 
comprehensive treaty including underground tests o 

The second resolution to which I should like to draw the particular attention 
of the Committee is General Assembly resolution 1909(XVIIl) (ibid.), on the 
question of convening a conference for the purpose of signing a convention on the 
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons^ which, inter alia — 
"Requests the Conference of the Eighteen^-Nation Committee on 
Disarrmaiaent to study urgently the question of convening a conference for 
the purpose of signing a convention on the prohibitdcn of. the use of 
nuclear arA thermonuclear weapons and to -report to the General Assembly 
at its nineteenth session'^ * 
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W^ do not yet know what arrangements are envisaged by the co-Chairmen for 
the realization of these . directives of the General Assembly^ but we are confident 
that suitable arrangements will be made in due course. For our part we pledge 
ourselves to contribute our modest quota and to direct our energies towards 
realizing the tasks assigned to us by the General Assembly « Meanwhile we are 
happy to note that a comprehensive test ban.<, Vvkich v/ould include the banning of 
tests underground as well; remains the objective of the nuclear Powers^ not only 
as stated in the preamble of the Moscow Treaty (ENDC/lOO/Rev.l) but as expressly 
stated in the messages of President Johnson both to Chairman Khrushchev (ENDC/119); 
and to this Committee (ENDC/l2.0)* We have always believed that a limited test-ban 
treaty^ though .significant in itself^ is by no means, the end of the road as far as 
wo are concerned. The need for such an agreement becomes somewhat more urgent when 
reputable scientists appear to feel that underground tests are not as free of k 
radioactive fall --out and debris as was hitherto presumed. 

On the second question, that of convening a conference for. the purpose of 
signing a convention on the prohibition of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons^ we 
hope there will be some serious discussion* We are not^ of coir- JO>j unaware of 
the opposition in some quarters to vsuch a conference. The .usefulness of the 
conference and convention have been called in question. As we have st'ated 
frequently, we regret that we cannot subscribe to such a view,. Vfe think, such a 
conference and convention would be very useful — that Is, if the nuclear Powers 
that have such weapons participate* 

We are meeting' in an improved international clim.ate which is" both a result and 
a catalyst of the detente generated by the Moscow partial test-ban Treaty* As my 
delegation observed on 1 August 1963 while hailing the Moscow Treaty and the direct 
commimications link agreement. (BMDC/97)?. 

"^^. perhaps their chief value . ^ » lies in this^ that the agreement on a 
direct communications link was the first indication of • life in the somewhat 
statuesque though imposing positions hitherto maintained by the two sides 5 
and that the partial test ban is the first tentative step towards the. 
experiment in international coexistence which my delegation has always 
advocated , » (ENDC/pV;i/,9v pp»_8,.^.) 
Wa are happy to observe evidence that the thaw not only has been maintained but is 
being promoted; and I have noted with satisfaction the United States decision, 
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recently announced by President Johnson, to close four of its plutonium piles and 
to cut down its production of fissionable materal by 25 per cent as well as reducing 
its military budget for the current fiscal year. ¥e have noted also with equal 
satisfaction the decision of the Soviet Government to reduce its military spending 
by about A per cent' and its promised- review of its military situation, with a 
possible reduction of its armed forces later (ENDG/PV.157, pp.l3,U)' 

These are modest but nevertheless significant beginnings, and as such we 
warmly applaud them. But in so doing we feel constrained to point out, albeit 
most humbly, that the further perfection of newer and more deadly weapons continues 
apace, though perhaps not at the same rate as hitherto, and that, even with these 
reductions in military spending, the vast sums appropriated for military purposes 
are still not only staggering but vastly out of proportion to requirements for 
peaceful times and to provisions for peaceful purposes not only for developing 
countries but also for the super-Powers themselves. Nevertheless, we welcome these 
modest beginnings and the unilateral efforts at disarmament and reduction by mutual 
example made by the nuclear Powers, and, while hoping that they will be vigorously 
promoted and reciprocated, we trust that it will be possible to sanctify them by 
more- formal commitments in the nature of agreements at the appropriate time. 

As the Committee is aware, we from Nigeria have always called, both in this 
Committee and in the General Assembly, for a freezing^ and reduction of military 
expenditures, which with all due respect I will call not only immoral but almost . 
criminal folly in a world ravaged by hunger, disease and want and plagued by 
technological backwardness . Therefore we look forward to more substantial 
reductions of military expenditures by the great Powers particularly, though this 
is not to be restricted to them alone^ and we look forward .to the time when the 
vast sums now appropriated to military purposes will be channelled to more peaceful 
endeavours , 
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In this connexion^ I should like to draw the attention of the Cornmittee to the 
most important resolution sponsored by Nigeria^ the United States and the Soviet 
Union in the Socond Committee and eventually adopted both by that Committee and by 
the General Assembly at its last session^ relating to the conversion to peaceful 
needs of the resources released by disarm^ament , This resolution^ ipig.?LAlisL — 
'^Ex:presse§ the hope that the Governments ox all States will 
intensify their efforts to achieve an agreement on general and complete 
disarmament under effective international control^ with the desire to 
realize the benefits for mmikind to which the Declaration on the conversion 
to peaceful. needs of the resources Released by disarmaraent is addressede" 

(a/resZ]^i_^iii1) . 

As this is a very important document which has considerable bearing on our work . 
here;, I shall be grateful if the Secretariat would have it circulated as a Conference 
document p-^ 

• We have now met for well-nigh two years ^ and^ although oior performance is 
somewhat better than our more pessimistic critj.cs expected^ it is far from being 
near phenomenal « Indeed, if the truth be told.;^ we are to be congratulated more 
for the mere promise which we seem, to hold out than for any actual achievement • 
Up to this moment not a single bomb has been destroyed or a single delivery vehicle 
dismantled or converted to peaceful piurposes^ nor has a single soldier been - 
demobilized^ as a result of any agreement arrived at here*, We still have^ as at the 
opening of the Conference in 1962 — two years ago — a formidable catena of 
collateral measures which we have yet not only to agree upon but even. .to discuss* 
We say this not necessarily as a criticism but to place our achievements in their 
proper perspective and^ if possible^ to spur us to more vigorous efforts. There 
is great need for improving upon, the limited agreements already arrived at diaring 
the latter part of last yeaTe The time is long overdue for the confidence reposed 
in us by our v/ell -wishers to be realized. Like Everyman in the mediaeval m.orality 
drama^ our good deeds are as yet too weak to sustain us at our reckoning e We 
should therefore enlarge on those deeds and exploit all the possibilities offered 
by the almost self -generating detente o 
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There is no time' like the present «. We are heartened by' the hopeful sounds 
emanating from the two super«Powers since the beginning of this year and at the 
opening of the Conference last Tuesday^, We trust that these will soon be more 
than mere sounds^, because^ as President Johnson said in his message and as 
Mr^ Tsarapkin said on 21 January^ it is high time that we started acting instead 
of talking about action^ . 

It would appear to my delegation that some of the measures proposed by the 
two sides show considerable common groundo We believe the time is now opportune 
for a formal agreement on the " free zing^^ and reduction" of military budgets p We 
are not unaware of the arguments adduced by some about the differences in the 
accounting procedures and economic systems of the parties primarily involved * 
V/e grant that it may be difficulty but we refuse to believe that that obstacle^ 
if indeed it be real^ is insurmountable^ There would be no better demonstration 
Qf seriousness of purpose than formally to agree to freeze the military budgets 
and to make substantial reductions in them^ 

There wouxa also appear to be considerable common ground in the packages 
proposed by the two nuclear sides in respect of measures to prevent war by 
surprise attack and so on* We believe that the Comtnittee could concentrate on 
this witn profit and see if the unwrapping of those packages would not yield 
some fruit e 

An agreement to prevent the fui*ther proliferation of nuclear weapons is an 
ever-obvious necessity^ and every moment of delay increases both the difficulty 
of reaching such an agreement and the danger that more countries will acquire . 
control of those weapons^ as it is/ we have great difficulty in dealing with the 
present nuclear monster « The hydra-headed monster whj,ch would result if a non-» 
dissemination agreement were not reached would daunt us more if not overpower 
us^ and we nave no Spenserian magic weapons to aid us in our fight. We should 
therefore address ourselves more seriously to this task by concent3?ating upon 
it and upon the other promising measures in as orderly a manner as possible^ to 
see whether the desired accord could not be reached^ We f efel that these three 
measures appear to offer some prospect of early agreement^ and therefore we 
should tackle them in a realistic and order]_y manner in our discussions this 
sessiono 
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We have a duty to humanity to move forward and to achieve something 
substantial this year* We have a duty to match the progress made by science and 
technology with a corresponding political maturity ^^ for^ as the late President 
Kennedy declared at the United Nations on 20 September 1963: 

"Never before has man had such capacity to control his own 
envirorDment — to end thirst and hunger — • to conquer poverty and disease ™ 
to banish illiteracy and massive human misery^ We have the power to make 
this the best generation of mankind in the history, of the world -•« or 
to make it the last," (A/PVo12095 provisional, 13028). 

My^_LUKMOV (Bulgaria) (translation from Russian) s First of all^ allow 
me to welcome you;, Mr* Chairman^ as the leader of the delegation of your peace-- 
loving country in the Eight een-Nation Committee on Disarmament^ and also our new 
colleagues the. representatives of the United Arab Republic^ the Romanian People ^s 
Republic^ Mexico and India^ and to wish all of you fruitx'ul activity <, 

The Bulgarian delegation also wishes to express its full agreement with 
the view^ which appears to be unanimous^, that the Eignteen-Nation Committee on 
Disarmament is resuming its work in much more favourable conditions than 
previously o One might say that hardly any other body entrusted with such a 
responsible task as tnat of working out a treaty on general and complete 
disarmajnent has had better conditions than those existing now as we start our 
work* 

To begin with; we have no lacic of instructions or directives « The last 
session of the United Nations General Assembly addressed to our Committee five 
resolutions (ENDG/116; 117); which have been deposited here by the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General<, Besides the specific tasks assigned . 
to us by those- resolutions, they once again point out to us categorically and 
with the utmost clarity the main goal set before our Committee « Indeed, in 
almost every one of those resolutions , whatever specific questions they dealt 
with; the General Assembly never failed to point out to us that the Committee ^s 
main objective is to reach agreement on general and complete disarmament « 
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The delegation of the People ^s Republic of Bulgaria fully shares the 
conviction of the General Assembly (a/KSS/1908 (XVIII)) (ENDC/116) that 
^•«o« general and complete disarmament under effective international control 
is the sarest safeguard for world peace and the national security"^ and that 
"coo mankind daro.ands with increasing urgency that decisive measures be taken 
towards the realization of that goal"c Therefore^ when the General Assembly 
"aoo calls upon the Conference of the .Eight een-Nat ion Committee on Jisarmament 
to resume ;; with energy and determination^ its negotiations on general and 
complete disarmament'^ (ibido) , the Bulgarian delegation considers that 
recommendation to be an imperative mandate given to us by the 113 States 
Members of the United Nations t. 

There can be no doubt that those statements and recommendations correctly 
reflect the profound conviction- and clear realization of the overwhelroing 
majority of States that our Committee, must concentrate its attention on the 
most important and urgent problem of our times general and complete disarmament^ 
and m,ust redouble its efforts to bring about a decisive ijnprovement in the 
negotiations on this .problenu 

It has been rightly pointed out that 1963 prepared for us to some extent 
a more favourable international atmosphere. Assertions^ which were being spread 
not so 3-ong ago^ that agreement between East and West were altogether impossible 
have been completely- refutedo On the contrary, it has been proved that such 
agreements^ including agreements on complex questions like the. cessation of 
nuclear te^ts^^ are; quite, possible. In 1963 the will of the pe^oples to live in 
peace and their desire to. consolidate peace and to struggle to avert a third 
world war. were expressed still more strongly* 

At the . resuraption of our work there have been many new positive ..initiatives^ 
We now have messages^ statements and proposals from the most responsible leaders 
of the great Powers^ upon which the maintenance and consolidation of peace depend 
in the first place* It is impossible^ however;^ not to agree with the view 
e:q)ressed here that the more favourable atmosphere for our work at the beginning 
of 1964 increases our responsibility « The easier it is to .achieve positive 
results in our work^ the more difficult will it be to justify ourselves in the 
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eyes of the peoples if we fail to achieve positive results^, if our work- advances 
with excessive slownoss^ and if we mark time as.^ unfortunately^ has happened in 
our previous activities. 

Let us take as an example the most important question facing us at present — 
the question of preparing a treaty on .general and complete disarmament under 
strict international controla We must note that there are favourable changes in 
the presentation of this question as well. We all agree that in an era of rocket 
and nuclear weapons this has become the main issuer, We consider correct the 
observation that this is a question affecting vitally .important national 
interests* That is undoubtedly so. But. can we consider that the. importance of 
this problem^ or even its complexity and fateful significance <, must necessarily 
make it a difficult problem necessitating an unjustifiably/long tloie'for its 
solution? When the most vital national interests are affected^ theh^ in behalf 
of those interests^ it is necessary to expedite a solution — - in this case^ a 
solution of the question of general and complete disarmaments There is rid ■ 
doubt that the national interests of all peoples without exception demand the 
establishment of a reliable^ stable and permanent peace throughout the world* 

If we are again to hear in our. midst arguments on the need. for restoring 
confidence among States as a prerequisite for facilitating and speeding up an 
agreement on general and complete disarmament^ would it not be more correct to 
turn first of all to the lessons of history and then reply to .the question 
whether weapons can be of any. help at all in establishing confidence among 
States? It is half a centurj^ this year since the First World War began* It is 
well known that that war started in the conditions of a uniform social and 
economic system in the main States of that time^ and that that did not prevent the 
war from breaking out. In this same year it is twenty^-five years since the 
beginning of the Second World War^ which also started as a- war between States with 
a uniform social and economic system^ but thatj> again, did -not prevent the- War 
from breaking outo There is no doubt, that this hard lesson of history points^ 
first of all^ to the necessity of eliminating weapons^ without which neither th^ 
first nor the second world catastrophe would have .been possible^ 
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As regards confidence among States^ may x/e be allowed to reiterate once more 
pur deep conviction that confidence would of necessity flo".' from the general 
assurance that no ene wm\d he able to cause harm to anybody else because it would 
bs physically impossible to attack other people -vrlth arms: that is to say^ that 
in a disai^med world the question of confidence or mistrust among Ttates which had 
only weapons for maintaining internal order v/ould siinply not exist. If we sneak 
of mistrust^ with v/hich the world of today is filled^ it is those who are filled 
with mistrust towards others who should be the first to strive to brin'^, about 
disarSBment — that is^, a situation in which nobody could harm anybody else for 
the simple reason that there v/ouJ.d be no means of harjiiing anybody. 

If v/e consider this question from a formal point of view;, the EighteenH^^ation 
Cominittee on Disarmament has also everjrthing necessary for successful work: it 
has at its disposal dj-aft treaties on general and complete disarmajment (WDG/2/Rcv,1; 
ENDC/30 and Corrv 1^ and Add.l and 2 and Corr.l). In many cases parti cuaar 
provisions of the drafts submitted to us come close to each .other. This has 
happened mainly as a result of a series of concrete concessions made by the Soviet 
Union in connei^don with, disarm.ajnent :-:ieasures for the first stage in the field of 
conventional armaments^ in the field of the levels of armed forces^ and so forth. 
In other cases the differences are not insurmountable^ aS;, for instance^ on time 
limits or the num.erical strength of c.rmdes. 

Furthermore^ we now have proposals which weaken certain well-knoicn argujnents 
put fon-rard by the debating countries. The nature- of these proposals is such that 
it may lead to mutuallj^-acceptable solutions to sorae of the key problems of the 
programme of general an:- complete disarmament^ if goodTAjlll arid the desire to achieve 
agreement cire manifested by all the coiuitries* I refer to the draft treaty 
submitted by the delegation of the U3£v;l at the beginning of our Committee's \^rovk 
in 1962 (lCrrDC/2)^ and the new compromise proposal v/hich the ■'^oviot delegation 
submitted at the last session of the Urn. ted Hations General Assemb],y providing for 
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the retention of the so-called ''nuclear umbrella" until the end of the disarmament 
process (a/PV,120&> provisional;, p*7l). This proposal renders gro-an.dless the 
^Testern Powers^ objections in conne:jcion' 1^dth the oliixiination of the means of delivery 
of nuclear weapons and the elimination of the nuclear danger in the initial stage 
of the disarmaiiiant process « -"Cveryone "'iho has hv?d the possibility of follomng the 
lengthy discussions on thct problem in our Jommittee can be sure of this • \11 
the fears and objections expressed by the Western delegations could novr be easily 
removed • The result of this X70uld be the reaching of agreomcnt on an. exceptionally 
important question in the field of nuclOs-ir disarnaiiient*. 

The Bulgarian delegation holds the vie-j— and the discussions at the 
eighteenth session of the United Hations General Asse^nbly have shorn that many 
countries share it— that the Soviet Union's proposal opens up to the Com]:fiittee 
an extreiiiely favourable opportunity to bring about a rariical change in the 
negotiations on genera! and complete disarmament^ v/hich is naw justifiably/- expected 
by everyone in connexion vdth the more favourable international atmosphere, ^"e 
have not yet heard from the Western ?ov;ers whether thejr a.^^ee or disagree •'Adth 
the latest Soviet proposal^ nor have v/e heard any rejection of it^ or any 
evidence that^ for some reason or another^, it does not suit them* In (my case 
the Soviet proposal should be discussed with the greatest attention^ .air^' wo 
have no doubt that our Com.-dttee will devote to it a 3.1 the necessary time and 
attention* ^'e hope to hear the opinion of our colleagues o.f the "estern 
delegations on this mo::^t important ouesticn^ and wc ahoixJ.d like to believe that 
their opinion will be positive, Th:.3 vail enrble the Committee to set about 
preparing a treaty on general and ccLiplete disarmament' in a more resolute :nanner, 
I should like to emphasize once r.-.ore the follox^dn ••: 

The Bulgarian delegation regards the preparation of e ^-.raft treaty on 
geiieral and complete disarLiament under strict international control not only as the 
most important and essential part o.: the i/o:;-: of the .Sighteen-^'ation Gomrdttee;, 
but also as a realistic :md feasible task/ :-"o o:her rueotionS;, ho vjever useful 
they may be^ should deflect us from accomprishing that task. 
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whose armed forces are in direct contact at the most sensitive points in the •••.^rlde 

It has been recognized^j therefore^ that the conclusion of such a pact v.^oul-d 
be very useful end would create a much better atmosphere ^n6. conditions for 
reaching other agreements^ and first of all for the conclusion of a treaty on 
general and complete disarroament. Harf.l:/ anyone of us will claim, that such a 
pact should be concluded in our Committee • The greater part of the so-called 
^^collateral measures'' which v/e are discussing ^nid sha-11 continue to discuss here 
are of such a nature that their adoption is not possible mthin the framework of 
the Eighteen-^Iation Committee, The soine applies ;, with no less reason^ to a 
treaty on general and complete clisaniainent* 

But our Comrdttee has the task and the mandate of working out draft agreements 
on all those questions* The Coi-mittee would fulfil that task if it discussed the 
substance of^ and worked out^ a draft pact of non-aggression between the aforesaid 
two military >. roups. For this purpose there has been placed at our disposal a 
draft treatj^ which vie can aid should consider^ approve as a draft^^aaid recomnend 
to all the states concerned. Therefore the argument that the li..\;hteen-Nation 
Comi'aittee is not a suitable forimi for the discussion of tliis puestion should be 
\\dthdra'v7nj because^ as we have said before^ the sai^ie argument can be put forward 
in regard to all ''collateral measures"^ as well as in regard to the v-/hole of the 
work of our Committee. 

The delegation of the People's ."'epublic of Bul:;:aria -:o\i]/'. Ij.ke to welcome as a 
good omton for I964 the decision of the Soviet Crovernment to reduce its military 
budget^ and the readiness of tn.e Government of the United States to do the sam.e in 
its oivn country. Both GoveriTnents of the great Po-':ers have sho?7n a good" exaanple in 
the field of curbing the aniiaments race ^rhich might v/ell be imitated. That example 
gives us hope that the 3ighte en-Nation Co'jiiittee will in the near future be in a 
phoition to recommend^ as collator :.:1 measures^, the reduction of military budgets and 
the reduction of armLod forces^ as well as other m.easures for lessening the danger of 
the outbreaJc of an ariiied co-.flict^ and in particular the dajiger of the outbreak of a 
nuclear x;ar^ through the creation of nuclear-free zones^ including zones in Central 
Europe^ Northern Europe^ the Lediterranean ana the Balka^ns* 
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Of coiirse^ we realize the usefulness of reaching agreement on other questions 
as well^j including those which in themselves do not relate to disarmament^ because 
those questions might help^ first;, to reduce tension in international relations; 
secondly^ to avert or at loast to reduce the risk of an armed conflict breaking 
out; axid^ thirdly^ to speed up the solution of the problem of general and complete 
disarmament in an ii.iproved political atmosphere o 

my agreement wliich would help us to achieve .-general 3nd com.plete disarmament 
is to be welcomed o At the beginnin- of this sessio:^. the .Soviet delegation listed 
(Sr;D C/PV, 157^ PP«13 ^t_s^e^) a number of such possible agreements idth which ■-•e fu-lly 
concur. The United States delegation (EIJ0C/?ya57i.p>^7 et.^epj, and President 
Jolinson in his message to our * Coi?v.:ittee ("uT)C/l20)^ have also indicated a nuraber 
of simlar m.easures* 'Te note vdth satisfaction that some of th.e pronosals of the 
two great Powers coincide., This in itself is a gua^rantee that in the near 
future the "Ijighteen-IJatioi: Coiiraittee will be a,ble to propose to the v/orld new 
steps to!vards imprc\dng the -jorld situation* "Je do not intend at the present 
stage to enumerate all these ^'collateral measures'' according to their degree of 
importance Obviously it v/ould be more correct to start mth those that are 
most prepared and ripe for solution. Perhaps in the course of our work there 
will be established,, >ri.th the help of the Committee's co-'-hciVrmen^ a -Procedure 
for the consideration of these proposals o 

^"e hopO;, in particular^ that the United States delegation wi]-l agree to 
the discussion at the present session of such a:; imnortant proposal as that of 
concluding a non-aggresLion pact between the ~ arsaw Treaty/- States and the o^^^TO 
otates (.;;r!DC/77) • So far ■•/e Iiave not hea::d a sin,;:le vali':'. objection to the 
substance of this proposal. On the other hand^, in public opinion (and even 
a:nong prominent political leaders) in all countries^ inclrdin-^- those in tlie """est;, 
this proposal^ as is well laio^.ai.j is meeting >/ith ever-increasing support. In 
the comjTtunique (ENDC/lOl) adopted by the three great Powers which were the 
initiators of the i:osco".' Treaty they undertook to vrc>rk towards a positive solution 
of this >:uestion —that is^ the conclusion of a non~ag:';ression pact between the 
two largest military groups in the v^orld and the o]:}ly possessors of nuclear ■^■,''e'?pons^ 
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\meTe nuclear weapons are concerned^ the Bulgarian delegation cannot 
agree with the view that such, weapons could be given to those forces which do 
not now possess them, under the cioal<: of so-~called ^^multi-nationality". 
At present four great Powers possess these weapons. We think mankind is 
now faced with the important task of ensuring that nobody uses these weapons ;, 
that in the near future nobody should possess them^ that their manufacture 
should cease ^ that they should be destroyed^, and that nuclear energy should 
be used for peaceful purposes. In no case, should these weapons be 
disseminated where there are not any at present. No ^^multi-nationality" can 
justify the dissemination of nuclear weapons or their being made available 
to anyone else^ 

Since at the outset of our discussion some delegations dealt with the 
question of. the procedure and method for the future work of the Corimiittee; 
the Bulgai'ian delegation reserves the right to speak in greater detail on these 
important questions in due course. Procedure, of course, is very im.portant for 
our work, but it can also delay it. In any case, to transform the Eighteen- 
Nation Committee into a body spending most of its time discussing technical 
details which have not been called for by previous agreement in principle 
cannot be regarded as useful. We hope-that proposals In this regard will take 
into account this unquestionably correct statement « 

The Eight een-Nat ion Comraittee on Disarmament has started its new session 
under conditions which enable it to set about "^fr fitful work, 1964, which has 
just stai'ted, will be a yeaj? of useful peaceful beginnings, such as the 
forthcoming World Conference on Trade and Development. The peoples of the whole 
world have welcomed the New Year in with the noble initiative of the greatest 
fighter for p^ace, N.Se lOirushchev, vjith his pro^oosal to eliminate, war as a 
means of settling territorial disputes between States. In Bulcaris. the Soviet 
Premder/s proposals have met x^dth full approval. 
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The Bulgarian public greeted with deep satisfaction the decision expressed 
by the President of the United States, President Johnson^ to continue in 
international relations the policy which the late President Kennedy made so 
many efforts to establish- a policy aimed at improving the international 

atmosphere 

Our people are deeply convinced that the principles" of peaceful 
co-existence, on which tho foreign policy of the socialist countries is based, 
will meet with ever-increasing recognition. This is a pre-requisite for 
achieving substantial and lasting results in the struggle of the peoples 
for disarmament and peace » 

We members of the Eight een-Nati on Committee on Disarmament should 'a2,B0 
make every effort to help oior c\m Gcvernments and all other governments of the 
world to find as speedily as possible a practical way tov/ards a stable peace* 



The Conference decided to issue the following commun^ique: 

"The Conference of the Eighteen-'Nation Committee on Disarmament 
today held its 159th plenary meeting in the Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, ^onder the Chairmanship ©f ILE. Ambassador A.Agede, representative 
of Ethiopia. 

"Statements were made by the representatives of Romania, Nigeria 
and Bulgarians 

"The next meeting of the Conference vjill be held on Tuesday, 
28 January 1964, at 10,30 -a.m," 



The meeting rose at ll.>40._a^.m^ 



